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amendments to this bill. We just adopt-
ed a whole bunch of nongermane
amendments to this bill. So that is
fine. We do that all the time around
here.

I hope we can have a good debate on
this overtime issue and have an up-or-
down vote. I can assure the other side
that if their goal is to cut off this
amendment by filing a cloture motion,
we will do all we can on this side to
deny cloture on this bill until we have
a vote on the overtime amendment.

With that, Mr. President, I yield the
floor and look forward to the debate to-
morrow on overtime.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
would like to comment on the remarks
of the Senator from Nevada. He men-
tioned the possibility of a cloture mo-
tion. My colleague from Iowa also men-
tioned that possibility, and it could be
a possibility. But I hope that will not
poison the waters as we still try to
reach agreement on this amendment
and try to reach agreement on getting
to finality on this bill.

I, along with Senator BAUCUS, have
urged that we not have a cloture mo-
tion. That, of course, is a leadership de-
cision. I would urge my colleagues to
think in terms of the fact that it takes
48 hours for that motion to mature so
it can be voted upon. That will be time
for us to see if we can work out agree-
ments not only on the pending amend-
ment but also on any other amend-
ments that may be adopted, and then,
if so, the cloture motion could be viti-
ated.

I hope Members will look down the
road at the goal of this legislation.
That goal is to create jobs that are
going to be very difficult to create if
we are stuck with sanctions put on our
manufacturing by the European Union.
We already have 5-percent sanctions. It
is going to go up 1 percent a month
until it gets to 17 percent. Between
now and the election, that is going to
add up to at least 12-percent sanctions.

I hope both sides of the aisle will
agree that it is already very difficult
for U.S. manufacturing to compete in
the global economy. A 17-percent pen-
alty after 1 year is just like a 17-per-
cent sales tax. That is going to make
our manufacturing exports much more
uncompetitive. Since everybody is con-
cerned about creating and preserving
jobs, keeping American manufacturing
strong, competitive, passage of this
legislation is very important.

We all have amendments we want to
get adopted. We want the Senate to
consider amendments, whether ger-
mane or nongermane. There is plenty
of opportunity between now and ad-
journment of this Congress to consider
these amendments. In the meantime, if
we don’t pass this legislation this
week, we are going to have a 6-percent
penalty in April, a 7-percent penalty in
May. I hope we can get this legislation
passed very soon so we can get rid of
all those sanctions against our prod-
ucts.
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In the meantime we have reduced the
corporate tax for manufacturing in
America by 3 percentage points, and
that is going to make it possible for
the cost of capital in America to be
less expensive and make American
manufacturing much more competitive
and, in the process, preserve jobs and
create jobs.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant journal clerk proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. F112-
GERALD). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that amend-
ment No. 2686, which was previously
agreed to, be considered to have been
agreed to without amendment; further,
I ask unanimous consent amendment
No. 2687, which was also previously
agreed to, be considered as having been
agreed to as a first-degree amendment,
amended by amendment No. 2882.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT WITH AMENDMENT NO. 2886

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
behalf of the majority leader, I now
move to recommit the pending bill to
the Committee on Finance with in-
structions to report back forthwith,
with the amendment that is at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL], for Mr. FRIST, moves to recommit the
bill, S. 1637, to the Committee on Finance
with instructions to report back forthwith
with an amendment No. 2886, by Mr. McCON-
NELL, for Mr. FRIST.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the reading of the amendment be dis-
pensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text Of Amendments.””)
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have sent the cloture motion on the
motion to recommit to the desk. I ask
the mandatory quorum under rule XXII
be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the cloture motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the pend-
ing motion to recommit to the Committee
on Finance, Calendar No. 381, S. 1637.

Bill Frist, Charles E. Grassley, Jon Kyl,
Jim Bunning, Lindsey O. Graham,
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Mike Enzi, Trent Lott, Mitch McCon-
nell, Craig Thomas, Orrin G. Hatch,
Gordon Smith, Rick Santorum, Robert
F. Bennett, John Ensign, Olympia J.
Snowe, Kay Bailey Hutchison, Don
Nickles.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the mandatory quorum call
under rule XXITI is waived.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent the Senate now proceed to a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 5
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

STATEMENT FROM THE PRESI-
DENT PURSUANT TO WAR POW-
ERS RESOLUTION

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the attached
statement from the President of the
United States be entered into the
RECORD today pursuant to the War
Powers Resolution and P.L. 107-243 and
P.L. 102-1, as amended.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, March 20, 2004.
Hon. TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore of the Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: In the interests of
improving the efficiency of the reporting
process and to increase the utility of reports
to the Congress, consistent with the War
Powers Resolution, I have decided to consoli-
date supplemental reports I provide to the
Congress regarding the deployment of U.S.
combat-equipped armed forces in a number
of locations around the world. This consoli-
dated report is part of my efforts to keep the
Congress informed about such deployments
and covers operations in support of the glob-
al war on terrorism (including in Afghani-
stan), Kosovo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
Haiti. Operations in Iraq are a critical part
of the war on terror, and it is my intention
to continue to provide, consistent with the
War Powers Resolution, information regard-
ing the deployment of U.S. forces in Iraq in
the reports to the Congress under Public
Law 107-243 and Public Law 102-1, as amend-
ed.

THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM

Since September 24, 2001, I have reported,
consistent with Public Law 107-40 and the
War Powers Resolution, on the combat oper-
ations in Afghanistan against al-Qaida ter-
rorists and their Taliban supporters, which
began on October 7, 2001, and the deployment
of various combat-equipped and combat-sup-
port forces to a number of locations in the
Central, Pacific, and Southern Command
areas of operation in support of those oper-
ations and of other operations in our global
war on terrorism.

United States efforts in the campaign in
Afghanistan continue to meet with success,
but as I have stated in my previous reports,
the U.S. war on terror will be lengthy.
United States Armed Forces, with the assist-
ance of numerous coalition partners, con-
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to elimi-
nate the primary source of support to the
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